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Abstract

The use of chemical agents during the Vietnam War and their long-term consequences
for the environment and human health have been studied from multiple perspectives.
However, many published studies have relied primarily on experimental data, military
records, and archival sources in the United States, while archival sources created and
preserved in Vietnam have been used only to a limited extent in the existing literature.
Based on an on-site survey at National Archives Center III, one of Vietnam's five Na-
tional Archives Centers, this article identifies and introduces groups of records related
to the use of chemical agents during the Vietnam War, as well as records documenting
subsequent investigation, research, and efforts to address the consequences of the war.
It then examines the informational and evidential value of these sources for research
on the history of the Vietnam War, environmental history, public health, and selected
interdisciplinary fields, while also assessing their accessibility and issues arising in
their use. The study introduces to the international scholarly community a body of ar-
chival sources that remains underused and highlights the potential to connect records
held in Vietnam with international archival sources and datasets in research on the
long-term consequences of war.

Keywords: archival records; chemical agents; Vietham War; consequences of war;
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1. Research Context and Sources Used in Previous Studies

The consequences of war in general, and of the war in Vietnam from 1954 to 1975
in particular, did not end when military operations ceased. They continued to affect
the environment, human health, and social life, and they are reflected in a large body
of records created through processes of documentation, investigation, research, and
efforts to address the consequences of war. The use of chemical agents during the Vi-
etnam War is a prominent example. For decades, this issue has been studied from his-
torical, environmental, medical, epidemiological, toxicological, and public-health
perspectives. Researchers have used a wide range of sources, from field and experi-
mental data to archival records, with military records and archival sources in the
United States playing a particularly important role. By contrast, relevant archival
sources preserved in Vietnam have appeared only sporadically in some recent studies.

Based on this preliminary review, the authors identify several major research direc-
tions and the principal sources used in published studies:

First, studies reconstructing wartime chemical-spraying operations from military
records and data. Stellman et al. (2003) used data on spraying operations recorded by
the U.S. military to reconstruct the spatial and temporal extent of Agent Orange and
other herbicide use during the Vietnam War. On this basis, the authors developed a
database that has subsequently been used in numerous exposure studies. Young
(2009) drew on a large body of U.S. military records, scientific reports, and historical
data, particularly records created by the U.S. Department of Defense and the U.S. Air
Force, to examine the development, production, transport, use, and disposal of Agent
Orange, as well as related environmental issues'. Overall, these studies relied primarily
on records and data produced by U.S. agencies.

Second, studies of the environmental and health consequences of wartime chemical
use in Vietnam, based on field investigations combined with archival records. Many
studies have examined the persistence of dioxin contamination associated with Agent
Orange and its long-term environmental and health effects. Schecter et al. (1995) an-
alyzed biological samples, including breast milk, adipose tissue, and blood, collected
from people living in sprayed areas of southern and central Vietnam, and compared
them with samples collected in northern Vietnam, where Agent Orange was not
sprayed, to assess exposure to TCDD (2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin). Dwer-
nychuk et al. (2002), based on surveys in the A Luoi Valley (Hue, Vietnam), analyzed
TCDD in soil, sediment, food, and biological samples to investigate the persistence and
movement of contaminants through the food chain. More recently, Le et al. (2022)
combined historical data on herbicide spraying, derived from U.S. military records,
with data from the 2001-2002 Vietnam National Health Survey to analyze long-term
health effects.

t A substantial portion of the materials collected by Alvin L. Young is now preserved in the Al-
vin L. Young Collection on Agent Orange at the National Agricultural Library, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Beltsville, Maryland. https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-
collections/alvin-l-young-collection-agent-orange (Accessed September 30, 2026)
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Third, studies of policymaking, the formation of scientific knowledge, and scientific
debates concerning the use of chemical agents during the Vietnam War, based on ar-
chival sources in the United States. Zierler (2011) examined the use of herbicides dur-
ing the Vietnam War and the emergence of the concept of ecocide and the associated
scientific and international debates over environmental destruction, drawing primar-
ily on declassified records and open sources from the United States. Martini (2012)
used records from military biological laboratories, archival holdings at various insti-
tutions, and specialized collections in the United States to examine Agent Orange at
the intersection of history, science, and policy. These sources enabled the authors to
study not only the wartime use of herbicides but also policymaking, the production of
scientific knowledge, and postwar debates.

Fourth, several studies have begun to use sources in Vietnam. In his study of Agent
Blue, Olson (2023) focused on the use of herbicides containing arsenic compounds?
and noted the possible existence of supplementary sources at National Archives Center
II, although these materials were not identified at the fonds and file levels. More
broadly, Le and Bailey (2017) synthesized research and remediation efforts concerning
Agent Orange/dioxin in Vietnam on the basis of studies, reports, and information on
the activities of Committee 10-803, Steering Committee 334, and Vietnam-U.S. coop-
eration programs. Their work provides an overview of investigation, scientific re-
search, policymaking, and cooperation aimed at addressing the consequences of war.

Overall, research on the use of chemical agents during the Vietham War and its
postwar consequences has drawn on diverse sources, including field-survey data, en-
vironmental and health data, military records, scientific reports, and archival materi-
als. Nevertheless, U.S. archival sources and data, particularly military records, remain
prominent, while sources created and preserved in Vietnam have appeared only to a
limited extent in the studies reviewed. At the same time, Vietnam's National Archives
Centers and provincial historical archives preserve substantial bodies of records cre-
ated during the war and through subsequent investigation, research, and efforts to ad-
dress its consequences. Bringing these sources into research is not intended to replace
previously used materials. Rather, they can add information and evidence, enable
comparison across source systems, and contribute to more comprehensive and multi-
dimensional research on the consequences of war.

2 Agent Blue was an herbicide whose principal active ingredients were cacodylic acid (dime-
thylarsinic acid) and its sodium salt, sodium cacodylate, both organic arsenic compounds.

3 Committee 10-80 is the abbreviated name of the National Committee for Investigation of
the Consequences of U.S. Chemical Warfare in Vietnam, established under Decision No. 288-
TTg dated October 15, 1980. In 1987, it was renamed the National Committee for Investiga-
tion of the Consequences of Chemicals Used in the Vietnam War under Decision No.
213/HDBT dated November 9, 1987, while retaining the abbreviated name Committee 10-80
(Prime Minister of Vietnam, 1980; Council of Ministers of Vietnam, 1987).

4 Steering Committee 33 is the commonly used name of the National Steering Committee for
Overcoming the Consequences of Toxic Chemicals Used by the United States in the War in Vi-
etnam, established under Prime Ministerial Decision No. 33/1999/QD-TTg dated March 1,
1999 (Prime Minister of Vietnam, 1999).
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To examine this issue further, the following section surveys and introduces records
preserved at National Archives Center 111, which holds substantial material relevant to
the topic. The article addresses three main questions: (1) which fonds, groups of files,
and types of records related to the use of chemical agents during the Vietnam War and
its postwar consequences are currently preserved at National Archives Center III; (2)
what informational and evidential value these sources have, and how they can be used
in research on the history of the Vietnam War, environmental history, public health,
and interdisciplinary fields; and (3) what conditions, procedures, and other issues
shape access to and use of these records. The article does not seek to reassess the tox-
icity of the chemical agents or establish causal relationships between their use and
specific environmental or health outcomes. Its primary object of study is the archival
source base in Vietnam, specifically at National Archives Center 111, and the potential
use of these records to study wartime chemical use and its consequences. Identifying,
introducing, and analyzing sources in Vietnam, while placing them in a complemen-
tary and comparative relationship with international records and datasets, may
broaden the evidentiary base for research on the long-term consequences of war and
postwar remediation in Vietnam.

2. Overview of the Quantity, Types, and Content of Archival
Sources at National Archives Center I11

2.1. Historical Archives in Vietnam and National Archives Center I1T

Under the 2024 Law on Archives, Vietnam's historical archive system is organized
at the central and provincial levels. These institutions directly manage archival records
of permanent value and carry out accessioning, preservation, archival statistics, digit-
ization, access provision, and promotion of archival value (National Assembly of Vi-
etnam, 2024). At the central level, five National Archives Centers operate under the
State Records and Archives Department of Vietnam; at the local level, provincial his-
torical archives manage archival records of permanent value under provincial jurisdic-
tion.

National Archives Center III, located in Hanoi, preserves major bodies of records cre-
ated by central state agencies in Vietnam since the August Revolution of 1945, along with
numerous collections and other historically valuable materials. The scope and diversity
of these holdings make the Center an important repository for research on modern Vi-
etnamese history, including the Vietnam War and its long-term consequences. The rec-
ords preserved at the Center serve not only historical research but also a range of
continuing social and policy purposes.

Selecting National Archives Center III for this study does not imply that all relevant
records are concentrated there. Other sources may be held at the other National Ar-
chives Centers, provincial historical archives, and related agencies and organizations.
National Archives Center III is examined here as a case study to provide a preliminary
identification of the structure, content, and accessibility of archival sources created in
Vietnam concerning chemical use and the subsequent processes of investigation, re-
search, and remediation.
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2.2, Scope of the Survey, Quantity, and Types of Records

The study used the finding aids at National Archives Center III and directly exam-
ined selected representative files. The research team first identified fonds and files
with relevant content and then reviewed specific files to determine the types of infor-
mation and subjects reflected in the records. This approach matters because file titles
do not always fully describe their contents; relevant information may appear in records
created by different agencies, at different times, and for different purposes. Through
this process, the team identified dozens of files directly or indirectly related to the use
of chemical agents and the consequences of war. The records span the wartime period
and extend for several decades after 1975. They include reports, official correspond-
ence, statistical tables, conference materials, scientific research documents, interna-
tional-cooperation files, maps and environmental data, and numerous survey forms
on health and everyday life. This diversity reflects multiple stages of record creation,
from documenting wartime events and damage to postwar investigation, scientific re-
search, policymaking, and remediation.

Among the sources surveyed, two fonds contain a particularly concentrated body of
files on this topic. Under the Center's requirements, however, the official names of
these two fonds and the reference codes of their files are coded in this article as Fonds
A (Files A-01, A-02, etc.) and Fonds B (Files B-01, B-02, etc.). The authors retain com-
plete reference information; any further disclosure remains subject to the repository’s
rules on access and use. It is important to note that Fonds A and Fonds B are not spe-
cialized fonds devoted to chemical agents. Their scope is much broader and includes
records concerning bombing damage, prisoners of war and surrendered personnel,
losses of life and property, and activities related to the investigation and study of war
consequences. This article examines only those files and records related to the use of
chemical agents and the consequences subsequently documented. Relevant materials
also appear in other fonds, including the National Assembly Fonds, the Prime Minis-
ter's Office Fonds, and the Ministry of Health Fonds [see Appendix, Figure 1].

The records identified above are grouped into four broad content categories for dis-
cussion: (1) records documenting the use of chemical agents during the war; (2) rec-
ords on environmental effects; (3) records on consequences for people and health; and
(4) records on scientific research, international cooperation, and postwar remediation.
This grouping is used only for analytical purposes and does not replace the archival
principle of organizing records by fonds.

2.3. Records Documenting the Use of Chemical Agents During the War

This group includes reports, statistical tables, and other records documenting the
use of chemical agents during the war. The records contain information on such mat-
ters as time, location, methods of use, types of chemical agents, and damage to crops,
agricultural production, or affected areas. Some files in Fonds A have relatively clear
information structures, with incidents of chemical spraying recorded by time and lo-
cation. These statistical tables provide direct evidence of how agencies collected and
systematized information concerning chemical use. In some tables, information on
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time, location, and the number of recorded incidents is presented in a relatively con-
sistent structure, facilitating comparison across cases [see Appendix, Figure 2].

2.4. Records on the Environmental Consequences of Chemical Agents

The second group consists of records concerning the effects of war in general, and
chemical use in particular, on soil, forests, vegetation, water resources, crops, animals,
and living environments in Vietnam, especially in areas subjected to chemical spray-
ing. Some records were created during the war, while others resulted from statistical
work or research conducted in the years that followed. Within Fonds A, the research
team identified records addressing relationships among war, the environment, and
people, as well as statistical tables on forest area and growing stock lost/destroyed
during the war. Some tables record such information as area, forest type, and the de-
gree of damage attributed to chemical spraying [see Appendix, Figure 3 and 4].

These records may support environmental-history research in two ways. First, they
show how environmental effects were recorded and understood within wartime and
postwar contexts. Second, statistically structured records create opportunities for
comparison with historical maps, forest data, and other forms of spatial information
from different periods. However, these historical data must be interpreted in relation
to the context and methods through which each file was created before they are used
in new analyses.

2.5. Records on the Consequences of Chemical Agents for People
and Health

The third group consists of files created through investigations into the human con-
sequences of war, particularly in the postwar period. Fonds B contains a substantial
body of standardized survey forms in which the primary unit of information is an in-
dividual or household. File B-01, created from a 1999 survey in Long Xuyen City, An
Giang Province in southern Vietnam, contains 493 survey forms. The forms collected
multiple categories of information on residents of affected areas, including name, year
of birth, sex, place of birth and residence, locations where respondents had previously
lived or worked, ability to work, health status, illnesses, reproductive history, children,
and social assistance. Another file, B-02, contains 677 survey forms from Yen Bai Prov-
ince in northern Vietnam from the same year. This group of records has two notable
characteristics. On the one hand, it documents state investigations and the ways in
which war consequences were recorded through specific criteria. On the other hand,
the repeated structure of standardized forms creates the potential to construct histor-
ical datasets on population, health, and social conditions if the records are processed
using appropriate methods. Because the forms contain extensive personal and health
information, however, digitization does not automatically mean that all data can be
made public. This issue is considered further in the discussion of access and use [see
Appendix, Figure 5].
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2.6. Records on Scientific Research, International Cooperation and
Postwar Remediation

The fourth group reflects a shift from documenting wartime consequences to scien-
tific research, international cooperation, policymaking, and organized remediation in
the decades after the war. Searches in Fonds A and Fonds B identified numerous files
related to international scientific conferences, the activities of Vietnamese and foreign
scientists, research on the effects of chemicals on human health, and programs inves-
tigating postwar consequences. Relevant files also appear in several other fonds. For
example, the Office of the Council of Ministers Fonds includes a 1983 file on research
cooperation with the Soviet Union concerning the consequences of chemical warfare.
Relevant records are also found in the Government Office Fonds, the President/Office
of the President Fonds, and the National Assembly Fonds. These materials include
records on dioxin-related research, assistance policies, investigations of war conse-
quences, and postwar remediation activities. The survey shows that these sources are
distributed across multiple fonds. Their significance lies in the ability to trace changes
over time in how the issue was addressed: from documenting wartime events and dam-
age to scientific research, professional cooperation, social administration, and the de-
velopment of remediation policies. They also show how the consequences of war
became a subject of scientific inquiry and a basis for international cooperation over
several subsequent decades.

In addition to files on scientific research and international cooperation, some rec-
ords document the development of social and policy mechanisms to support people
affected by toxic chemicals. For example, Decision No. 105/1998/QD-TTg of June 9,
1998 (Prime Minister of Vietnam, 1998) authorized the Vietnam Red Cross Society to
establish a fund to support victims of Agent Orange from the war in Vietnam, with the
aim of mobilizing domestic and international humanitarian assistance for affected
people. This record shows that responses to the consequences of war extended beyond
scientific and environmental research and were gradually institutionalized through so-
cial and humanitarian support mechanisms [see Appendix, Figure 6].

Overall, the sources surveyed at National Archives Center III do not constitute a
single thematic collection. They are distributed across multiple fonds, created by dif-
ferent agencies and at different times. This characteristic makes the sources more dif-
ficult to discover, but it also enables researchers to study the same issue through
different types of evidence.

3. Research Value and Accessibility of the Archival Sources

Identifying groups of records at National Archives Center III that relate to the re-
search topic is only the first step in establishing the source base. The next task is to
assess their value and accessibility. The value of these records depends not only on the
content they contain but also on their context of creation, their potential for compari-
son with other sources, and the conditions under which researchers can discover, ac-
cess, and use them. Based on the preliminary survey, the research value and potential
use of these sources can be considered from several perspectives.
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3.1. Informational Value and Evidential Value

First, the records surveyed provide relatively diverse information on the use of
chemical agents during the war and on consequences documented in later periods.
They record the time, location, and activities associated with wartime chemical use in
Vietnam; effects on soil, forests, crops, and living environments; information on im-
pacts on human health and everyday life; and activities related to scientific research,
international cooperation, policymaking, and postwar remediation. These records can
therefore support research not only on the history of war but also on environmental
history, history of health and medicine, public health, the history of science, and re-
lated interdisciplinary fields. A notable feature is their temporal range: the records
were not created only while the war was taking place but also many years or even dec-
ades afterward, showing how investigation, research, and responses to the conse-
quences continued over time. When examined together, these layers of records make
it possible to follow an issue from wartime into the postwar period rather than viewing
it at a single moment.

In addition to informational value, the records also have evidential value in relation
to the activities of the agencies that created them. Reports, statistical tables, survey
forms, research files, and policy documents not only contain information on the war
and its consequences; they also document activities of recording, investigation, statis-
tical compilation, research, administration, and remediation undertaken at different
times. Statistical tables, for example, show how information was collected and system-
atized, while postwar survey forms reveal the categories and criteria selected when
state agencies investigated consequences for affected populations. In this sense, the
value of the records lies not only in “what the records say” but also in the activities and
contexts that produced them. Informational and evidential value, however, do not
mean that every figure or statement in the records can be treated as a scientifically
verified conclusion. Each file must be interpreted in relation to its context, purpose,
and method of creation. This is a necessary condition for using archival records to ad-
dress new research questions.

These records add a layer of sources created in Vietnam alongside U.S. military rec-
ords and data that have been widely used in previous research. Comparison across the
sources may reveal similarities, differences, or cases recorded in only one source sys-
tem. When statistical tables are used for quantitative analysis, however, researchers
need to clarify the scope of data collection, the original information sources, and the
methods used by the creating agency to verify the information.

3.2. Complementary Value and Comparison with International Sources

An important value of the sources at National Archives Center III is their potential
to complement and be compared with archival materials already used extensively in
previous research. As noted above, many earlier studies relied primarily on U.S. mili-
tary records, spraying data, and archival sources in the United States. A multidimen-
sional assessment can be strengthened by bringing Vietnamese archival records into
the analysis, thereby providing additional perspectives. Their complementary value
derives in part from differences in provenance. Vietnamese archival sources should
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not, however, be treated as inherently “more complete” or “more accurate” than rec-
ords preserved in the United States. The more important point is that the same histor-
ical event or consequence may have been documented by different actors and within
different recordkeeping systems. A location appearing in U.S. spraying data may also
be documented in a Vietnamese report, statistical table, environmental record, or
postwar survey. Placing these sources alongside one another may help identify simi-
larities, differences, and gaps across systems of evidence.

This comparative potential is particularly significant for international research. Ra-
ther than treating Vietnamese archival records as a source for confirming or refuting
an existing body of evidence, they can be approached as a distinct evidentiary layer
with different provenance that can complement other sources and support cross-
checking. Such an approach may produce a more multidimensional reconstruction of
wartime chemical use and its consequences, while also opening questions that cannot
easily be addressed through a single source system. This is one of the most significant
contributions of the holdings at National Archives Center III to the research direction
proposed in this article: placing records created in Vietnam in comparative relation
with international archival records, datasets, and research findings.

3.3. Potential for the Use of Information and Data

In addition to traditional close reading and analysis of records, part of the archival
material surveyed has information structures that may support extraction and use as
research data. Statistical tables recording the time and location of wartime chemical
spraying can be standardized for spatial analysis; data on forests and environments
affected by chemicals can be compared with maps or datasets from other periods; and
standardized survey forms may allow information on place, population, health, and
social conditions to be structured for analysis. Among the files surveyed, this potential
is particularly visible in statistical tables and repeated sets of standardized survey
forms. It is relevant in a context in which digital methods are increasingly used in en-
vironmental history, spatial history, and interdisciplinary research. Le et al. (2022),
for example, demonstrate how historical data on herbicide spraying can be linked with
health data collected decades later to examine long-term health effects. Similar work
with records at National Archives Center III might include standardizing place names,
mapping, comparing environmental change, or linking layers of data created during
the war and in the postwar period.

Archival records, however, do not automatically become research data simply be-
cause they are digitized or entered into a data table. Before use, researchers need to
clarify provenance, purpose of creation, scope of collection, and the consistency of the
information. Extracted data should also retain links to the original files so that re-
searchers can verify the context and source of individual data points. For files contain-
ing personal and health information, use must also take privacy requirements into
account. The data potential of these records should therefore be understood as condi-
tional, depending on source quality, methods of processing, and the legal conditions
governing the use of information.
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3.4. Accessibility of the Records

The value of these records can be realized only when researchers are able to discover
the sources, identify file reference codes, and complete the procedures required for
access. The survey at National Archives Center I1I indicates a practical difficulty: rec-
ords relevant to this topic are not concentrated in a thematic collection but are distrib-
uted across many fonds and described using different terms. Searches limited to direct
keywords such as “toxic chemicals,” “Agent Orange,” or “dioxin” may therefore miss
files whose titles refer more broadly to the environment, forests, health, consequences
of war, or scientific cooperation. Discoverability thus depends substantially on finding
aids, the level of archival description, and the researcher's understanding of the agen-
cies that created the records. This may also help explain why some sources in Vietnam
remain underrepresented in international scholarship: the issue is not only whether
the sources exist, but whether researchers know about them and can locate them.

Once a file has been identified, the next issue is access. During the survey, the re-
search team found that some files, particularly records created before 1975, are subject
to conditional access. Vietnam's 2024 Law on Archives, effective July 1, 2025, together
with Decree No. 113/2025/ND-CP, provides the current legal framework for archival
management and access; Circular No. 06/2025/TT-BNV further specifies forms of ar-
chival use. More recently, Decision No. 523/QD-BNV of May 13, 2026, issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs, approved a list of archival records subject to conditional
access in selected fonds held at the National Archives Centers. Access should therefore
not be understood simply as a binary condition of “open” or “closed.” For researchers,
relevant factors also include the ability to determine access conditions in advance, ap-
plication procedures, processing time, the possibility of obtaining copies or digital
files, and restrictions on publication. These factors directly affect whether a source can
be incorporated into a research design, particularly for international researchers
whose time at an archival repository may be limited.

3.5. Some Considerations in Accessing and Using the Sources

Gaining access to a record does not mean that all information within it can be used
directly as verified data. Reports, statistical tables, and survey forms were created un-
der different circumstances and for different purposes. When using them in new re-
search, scholars therefore need to consider the creating agency, purpose of creation,
scope of information collection, and method of data recording, and to compare them
with independent sources whenever possible. For this topic, comparison between
sources in Vietnam and U.S. records and data, environmental research findings, health
data, and other materials is particularly important. A statistical table in an archival file
may provide evidence that an agency recorded and systematized information at a par-
ticular time, but it cannot automatically be treated as a complete dataset of all activities
that occurred. Similarly, health survey forms from people living in affected areas doc-
ument an investigation and the information collected, but they are not sufficient in
themselves to establish a causal relationship between exposure and a specific medical
condition.
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As a general principle, records preserved at National Archives Center III are made
available through the forms of access applicable to Vietnam's historical archives, in-
cluding on-site use in the reading room, online access, and the provision of copies
upon request. Researchers can consult finding aids, identify the files they wish to use,
and complete the procedures required to request access, copies, or authentication. For
digitized records, researchers may use digital copies; some records and descriptive in-
formation have also been made available through online systems to support remote
discovery and access. Actual accessibility, however, depends on the processing and
digitization status of the records, the level of archival description, and the access re-
gime applicable to each fonds and file.

For on-site use, the Center serves researchers in its Reading Room at 34 Phan Ke
Binh Street, Hanoi. Under current procedures, users are required to present appropri-
ate identification; those using records for official work may also be required to submit
a letter of introduction or an official request from their employing organization. After
registration and approval, users may request to consult records, obtain copies, or re-
quest authentication in accordance with applicable rules. Information on file searches
and procedures for accessing and using records is also available through the online
system (https://dichvucong.luutru.gov.vn/service-details). Accessibility at the Center
therefore depends not only on whether records have been digitized but also on condi-
tions of use and restrictions applicable to particular categories of records. This general
framework provides the basis for considering the accessibility of the files on wartime
chemical use and its consequences examined in this study.

4. Discussion

The survey at National Archives Center I1I raises several issues that warrant further
discussion and investigation.

First, why have archival sources in Vietnam relating to wartime chemical use and
its postwar consequences remained relatively underused, particularly in international
research? The survey indicates that relevant records are not concentrated in a single
fonds or thematic collection but are distributed across multiple fonds, created by dif-
ferent agencies, and described in different ways. In addition, information about these
sources may still be introduced and disseminated only to a limited extent within the
research community, especially internationally. This raises questions about the role of
finding aids, the level of archival description and source promotion, the availability of
remote information, and researchers' familiarity with Vietnam's archival system.
These factors require further examination in order to understand why some existing
sources remain little known and underused.

Second, how should researchers assess the value of the sources at National Archives
Center III in relation to materials that have been more widely used? Records created
in Vietnam and U.S. records and datasets have different provenance, purposes of cre-
ation, and historical contexts. In the authors' view, the issue is therefore not to deter-
mine which source system is “more correct” or “more reliable,” but to examine how
different sources can complement one another and support comparison and cross-
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checking. Similarities, differences, and gaps across record systems may clarify an
event, location, or issue and may also generate new research questions.

Third, how can access be expanded and what methods can be developed to use these
sources more effectively? One direction for discussion is to improve the identification
and linking of information across fonds, files, and archival repositories without alter-
ing the principle of organization by fonds. Standardizing selected information, such as
place names, dates, subjects, and creating agencies, may support comparison across
sources. For records with suitable structures, digital methods such as mapping, GIS,
or linkage with environmental and health data may also be considered, provided that
the information is interpreted within its context of creation and remains linked to the
original files.

More broadly, the case of National Archives Center III suggests the value of extend-
ing the survey to other National Archives Centers, provincial historical archives, and
related agencies. It also points to the need for greater exchange among archivists, his-
torians, environmental and health scientists, and international researchers concerning
archival sources, research methods, and cross-source comparison. Such activities may
provide a basis for collaborative research on the long-term consequences of war while
helping archival sources in Vietnam become more visible and more widely used in in-
ternational scholarship.

5. Conclusion

The survey at National Archives Center III shows that Vietnam preserves valuable
archival sources on wartime chemical use and on subsequent investigation, research,
and remediation. These sources can complement archival records and datasets already
widely used internationally and can broaden opportunities for comparative and mul-
tidimensional research. Future work should extend surveys to other archival reposito-
ries in Vietnam while strengthening collaboration between Vietnamese scholars and
researchers in the United States and other countries through joint studies, scholarly
conferences, source sharing, and international publication. Expanding responsible ac-
cess to and use of archival records can contribute to a fuller understanding of the long-
term consequences of war and provide additional historical and scientific foundations
for research on the impacts of chemical use in war and other conflict settings.

210



POLLUTION AND DISEASES Vol. 2 (2026): 199—230

REFERENCES

1. Research Literature

Dwernychuk, L. W., Cau, H. D., Hatfield, C. T., Boivin, T. G., Hung, T. M., Dung, P. T., & Thai,
N. D. (2002). Dioxin reservoirs in southern Viet Nam: A legacy of Agent Orange. Chemo-
sphere, 47(2), 117—137. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0045-6535(01)00300-9

Le, D. T., Pham, T. M., & Polachek, S. W. (2022). The long-term health impact of Agent Or-
ange: Evidence from the Vietnam War. World Development, 155, 105813.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.105813

L¢, K. S., & Bailey, C. R. (2017). From enemies to partners: Vietnam, the U.S. and Agent Or-
ange. G. Anton Publishing.

Martini, E. A. (2012). Agent Orange: History, science, and the politics of uncertainty. Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Press.

Olson, K. R. (2023). Agent Blue: A secret military and environmental chemical weapon used
for food denial in South Vietnam during the Vietnam Civil War (1962—1965). Open Jour-
nal of Soil Science, 13, 151—186. https://doi.org/10.4236/0jss.2023.133007

Schecter, A., Dai, L. C., Thuy, L. T. B., Quynh, H. T., Minh, D. Q., Cau, H. D., Phiet, P. H.,
Phuong, N. T. N., Constable, J. D., Baughman, R., Pipke, O., Ryan, J. J., Fiirst, P., &
Réisdnen, S. (1995). Agent Orange and the Vietnamese: The persistence of elevated dioxin
levels in human tissues. American Journal of Public Health, 85(4), 516—522.
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.85.4.516

Stellman, J. M., Stellman, S. D., Christian, R., Weber, T., & Tomasallo, C. (2003). The extent
and patterns of usage of Agent Orange and other herbicides in Vietnam. Nature, 422, 681—
687. https://doi.org/10.1038/natureo1537

Young, A. L. (2009). The history, use, disposition and environmental fate of Agent Orange.
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-87486-9

Zierler, D. (2011). The invention of ecocide: Agent Orange, Vietnam, and the scientists who
changed the way we think about the environment. University of Georgia Press.

2. Vietnamese Government and Administrative Documents

Council of Ministers of Vietnam. (1987). Quyét dinh s6 213/HPBT ngay 09/11/1987 vé viéc
d6i tén Uy ban Qudc gia diéu tra hdu qud chién tranh héa hoc ciia Mij & Viét Nam [Deci-
sion No. 213/HDBT dated November 9, 1987, renaming the National Committee for Inves-
tigation of the Consequences of U.S. Chemical Warfare in Vietnam]

Government of Vietnam. (2025). Nghi dinh s6 113/2025/ND-CP ngay 03/6/2025 quy dinh
chi tiét mét sé diéu ciia Ludt Lieu trie [Decree No. 113/2025/ND-CP dated June 3, 2025,
detailing several provisions of the Law on Archives].

Ministry of Home Affairs of Vietnam. (2025). Théng tw s6' 06/2025/TT-BNV ngay 15/5/2025
quy dinh chi tiét mot s6 diéu ciia Ludt Lweu triv [Circular No. 06/2025/TT-BNV dated May
15, 2025, detailing several provisions of the Law on Archives].

Ministry of Home Affairs of Vietnam. (2026). Quyét dinh s6 523/QD-BNV ngay 13/5/2026
phé duyét Danh muc tai liéu leu trie tiép cdn cé diéu kién ciia mot s6 phong heu triv dang
dwore bdo qudn tai cdc Trung tam Luweu trit quéc gia [Decision No. 523/QD-BNV dated
May 13, 2026, approving the list of archival records subject to conditional access in se-
lected fonds held at the National Archives Centers].

211


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.105813

POLLUTION AND DISEASES Vol. 2 (2026): 199—230

National Assembly of Vietnam. (2024). Ludt Lwu trit s6 33/2024/QH15 ngay 21/6/2024
[Law on Archives No. 33/2024/QH15 dated June 21, 2024].

Prime Minister of Vietnam. (1980). Quyét dinh s 288-TTg ngay 15/10/1980 vé viéc thanh
Idp Uy ban Quét gia didu tra hdu qud chién tranh héa hoc ciia Mij & Viét Nam [Decision
No. 288-TTg dated October 15, 1980, establishing the National Committee for Investiga-
tion of the Consequences of U.S. Chemical Warfare in Vietnam].

Prime Minister of Vietnam. (1998). Quyét dinh s6 105/1998/QD-TTg ngay 09/6/1998 vé viéc
cho phép Hoi Chir thdp dé Viét Nam thanh Idp Quij bdo tror nan nhan chdt doc da cam do
chién tranh & Viét Nam [Decision No. 105/1998/QD-TTg dated June 9, 1998, authorizing
the Vietnam Red Cross Society to establish the Fund for the Support of Victims of Agent
Orange from the War in Vietnam]

Prime Minister of Vietnam. (1999). Quyét dinh s6 33/1999/QD-TTg ngay 01/3/1999 vé viéc
thanh lap Ban Chi dao Quéc gia khdc phuc hdu qud chdt doc héa hoc do Mij sir dung
trong chién tranh & Viét Nam [Decision No. 33/1999/QD-TTg dated March 1, 1999, estab-
lishing the National Steering Committee for Overcoming the Consequences of Toxic
Chemicals Used by the United States in the War in Vietnam]

3. Archival Sources

National Archives Center ITI. Fonds A, File A-01. Statistical records on incidents involving the
use of chemical agents in South Vietnam, 1963—1967.

National Archives Center ITI. Fonds A, File A-02. Records on war and the living environment
in South Vietnam, 1973.

National Archives Center III. Fonds A, File A-03. Statistical records on forest area and grow-
ing stock lost/destroyed during the war, 1968—1975.

National Archives Center III. Fonds B, File B-01. Survey forms on the consequences of toxic
chemicals in Long Xuyen City, An Giang Province, 1999.

National Archives Center III. Fonds B, File B-02. Survey forms on the consequences of toxic
chemicals in the town and districts of Yen Bai Province, 1999.

National Archives Center III. President/Office of the President Fonds, Files 540—544. Rec-
ords on responses to, research on, and remediation of the consequences of toxic chemi-
cals/dioxin, 1998—2004.

National Archives Center III. Prime Minister's Office Fonds, Files 18045 and 18408. Records
on the use of toxic chemicals and investigation of their consequences in Vietnam, 1965-

1973.

National Archives Center III. National Assembly and Its Agencies Fonds, File 737 (1962) and
File 1824 (1998). Records related to the use of toxic chemicals and research on their con-
sequences.

National Archives Center III. Office of the Council of Ministers Fonds, File 12777. File on re-
search cooperation with the Soviet Union concerning the consequences of chemical war-
fare in Vietnam, 1983.

National Archives Center III. Government Office Fonds, File 1583, fols. 50—60. Decision No.
105/1998/QD-TTg dated June 9, 1998.

212



POLLUTION AND DISEASES Vol. 2 (2026): 199—230

Appendix

Certain expressions in the archival documents reflect the political and rhetorical
terminology of the period. Where such expressions are retained in translation, they are
presented as the language of the original sources and do not represent the terminology
adopted by the authors. The source list and archival materials reproduced in this ap-
pendix correspond to the illustrative figures discussed in the article. They are pre-
sented at a larger scale to improve readability, with abridged English translations
provided. In accordance with the conditions governing the use of the archival materi-
als, the identities and reference details of two fonds are retained in coded form as
Fonds A and Fonds B. Where necessary, identifying or personal information has been
omitted or redacted. The reproductions are intended solely to illustrate the source
types analysed in the article and do not represent publication of the files in their en-
tirety. The translations retain the information necessary to understand the evidential
content of each reproduced record; repetitive administrative wording and information
not relevant to the present study have been omitted. Omissions are indicated where
necessary.
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Figure 1. Excerpt from a working list of files and records related to wartime
chemical use and its postwar consequences, compiled during the survey at Na-
tional Archives Center III

Vietnamese original

I. Phing: Qudc Hi va cie co quan clia Qudce Hi | Muye lye: Myc lye |
(|944~1992)

Tiéu d¢ h so Ho so k¥ hop thir tr cua QH Khoa IT tir ngay 17 - 26.4. 1962.

Iap 6: Tham ludn cua DBQH ve hon nhin vi gia dinh, kiém tra chap hanh ché
do quan Iy Kinh té tai chinh. tang cuémg KHK'T trong nong nghié¢p, quan 1y vin
vt Ién an My ding chdr dpe héa hpe o mién Nam ( tham lugn khong doc & hoi
truong).

S6 ho so: 737

2. Phong: Qudc Hi va cic co quan ciia Qube Hoi | Muc luc: Qube hoi
khoa X (1997-2002)

Tiéu d¢ ho so: Cong van ctia Bo KHON&MT v/v chuong trinh nghién ciru dénh
».1.1 h.m qua chat dpe héa hoe nam 1998.

S6 ho so: 1824

3. Phong: Phu Thu twéng | Muyc lye: Mue Iglc3 (1954-1985)
Tleu dé hé so: Ho so v/v chong am muu ding chdt dgc héa hoc cia My & Viét
Nam nam 1965.
S6 ho so: 18045

) Phong Phu Thu tuéng | Muc lue: Muc lue 3 (1954-1985)

“Tiéu dé hod so: Ho so vé cude diéu tra hau qua chit déc héa hoc do dich tha o
Quang Tri nam 1973.

So ho so: 18408

5.Phong: Chu tich nwée/ Van phong Chi tich nwée | Muc luc: Tai liéu
tong hop (Giai doan 1997-2006)

Tiéu dé ho s0: Bdo cdo cua Chu tich nudc, Pho Chu tich nude, Van phong Chu
tich nudc vé tinh hinh giai quyet hau qua chdt déc héa hoc ciia My ¢ Viét Nam
nam 1998.- 1999

S6 ho so: 540

(6. Phong: Chu tich nwée/ Vin phong Chi tich nuée | Muc luc: Tai liéu
\'h/)ng hop (Glal doan 1997-2006)
., Tiéu de ho so: Ho so v/v hoat dong, nghién ciru hop tac trong viéc khic phuc
" héau qua chét dic héa hoc dioxin do My sir dung o Viét Nam nam 2001.

S6 ho so: 541

/ 7.Phong: Chu tich nwée/ Van phong Cha tich nwée | Muc lyce: Tai ligu
ong hop (Glal doan 1997-2006)
Tiéu dé ho so: Cong vén, bao cao cac hoat dqng nghién ciru tng ho v/v khic
phuc hau qua chit dgc héa hoc dioxin do My sir dung & Viét Nam nim 2002.

S6 ho so: 542
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8. Phong: Chu tich nurée/ Viin phong Chu tich nwée | Muc luc: Tai li¢u
tong hop (Giai doan 1997-2006) '
Tiéu de ho so: Cong vin, bao cio cic hoat dong nghién ciru ung ho v/v khic
phue hiu qua chat dic héa hoe dioxin do My st dung o Viét Nam nam 2003.
So ho so: 543

9. Phong: Chu tich nuée/ Viin phong Chi tich nuée | Muc luc: Tai liéu
tong hop (Giai doan 1997-2006) ,
Tiéu de ho so: Cong van, bao cdo cic hoat dong nghién ciru ung hé v/v khic
phuc hiu qua char dic héa hoc dioxin do My suir dung & Viét Nam nam 2004,
S6 hé so: 544

10. Phong: Vin phong Chinh phii | Myc lye: Muc lyc 2 (Giai doan 1957 -
1995)

Tiéu dé hé so: Ho so vé dua tré em bj di chimg chit doc hoa hoc sang CHLB
Duc diéu uri nam 1992,

So6 ho so: 8953

11. Phong: Vin phong Chinh phi | Muc lue: Muc lyce 2 (Giai doan 1957 -
1995)

Tiéu dé ho so: Thong bao ciia Phé Thu tuéng Nguyén Khanh vé xir Iy hau

qua chat djc héa hoc My ding trong chién tranh Viét Nam ndm 1994.
S6 hd so: 9250
12. Phéng: Vin phong Chinh phi | Myc lye: Muyc luc 4 (Giai doan 1960-
~2002)
L Tiéu dé hd so: Bao cdo cia VPCP vé tinh hinh hau qua
cua chit dje héa hoc mau da cam va céc bién phap khéc phuc nam 1997,
S6 ho so: 2006

13. Phong: Vin phong Chinh phu | Muc lye: Muc luc 4 (Giai doan 1960-
2002)

Tiéu dé hé so: Ho so v/v gop ¥ dy thao Quyét dinh ciia Thu tuéng Chinh phu
vé thanh l1ap Quy Bao trg nhitng ngudi bi hiu qua c{uf! dic héa hoc do chién
tranh, phan cong nhi¢m vy trong cong tac phong chong ma tuy nim 1997,

S6 ho so: 2197

14. Phong: Vin phong Chinh pha | Muyc lye: Muc luc 4 (Giai doan 1960-
2002) ) .

Tiéu d@ ho so: Ho so v/v xtr ly chat dje héa hoc con tn luu tai tinh Gia Lai
nam 1998.

S6 hé so: 2290
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English translation (abridged)
1. Fonds: National Assembly and Its Agencies
Finding aid: Inventory 1 (1945-1992)

File: Records of the Fourth Session of the Second National Assembly, 17—26 April 1962. Vol-
ume 6 includes statements by National Assembly deputies on marriage and family, economic
and financial management, science and technology in agriculture, cultural heritage manage-
ment, and the use of toxic chemicals in South Vietnam.

File No.: 737
2. Fonds: National Assembly and Its Agencies
Finding aid: Tenth National Assembly (1997—2002)

File: Official correspondence of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment con-
cerning the 1998 research programme for assessing the consequences of toxic chemicals.

File No.: 1824
3. Fonds: Prime Minister’s Office
Finding aid: Inventory 3 (1954—1985)

File: Records concerning measures taken in response to the use of toxic chemicals by the
United States in Vietnam, 1965.

File No.: 18045

4. Fonds: Prime Minister’s Office

Finding aid: Inventory 3 (1954—1985)

File: Records of an investigation into the consequences of toxic chemicals in Quang Tri, 1973.
File No.: 18408

5. Fonds: President/Office of the President

Finding aid: General Records (1997-2006)

File: Reports of the President, Vice President and Office of the President concerning re-
sponses to the consequences of toxic chemicals used by the United States in Vietnam, 1998—

1999.

File No.: 540

6. Fonds: President/Office of the President
Finding aid: General Records (1997-2006)

File: Records on activities and research cooperation concerning remediation of the conse-
quences of dioxin-related toxic chemicals used by the United States in Vietnam, 2001.

File No.: 541
7. Fonds: President/Office of the President
Finding aid: General Records (1997-2006)

File: Correspondence and reports on research and support activities concerning remediation
of the consequences of dioxin-related toxic chemicals used by the United States in Vietnam,
2002.

File No.: 542
8. Fonds: President/Office of the President
Finding aid: General Records (1997-2006)

File: Correspondence and reports on research and support activities concerning remediation
of the consequences of dioxin-related toxic chemicals used by the United States in Vietnam,
2003.

File No.: 543
9. Fonds: President/Office of the President
Finding aid: General Records (1997-2006)
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File: Correspondence and reports on research and support activities concerning remediation
of the consequences of dioxin-related toxic chemicals used by the United States in Vietnam,
2004.

File No.: 544
10. Fonds: Government Office
Finding aid: Inventory 2 (1957-1995)

File: Records concerning the transfer of children suffering from the effects of toxic chemicals
to the Federal Republic of Germany for medical treatment, 1992.

File No.: 8953
11. Fonds: Government Office
Finding aid: Inventory 2 (1957-1995)

File: Notice by Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Khanh concerning measures to address the
consequences of toxic chemicals used by the United States during the Vietnam War, 1994.

File No.: 9250
12. Fonds: Government Office
Finding aid: Inventory 4 (1960—2002)

File: Government Office report on the consequences of Agent Orange/toxic chemicals and
measures for remediation, 1997.

File No.: 2006
13. Fonds: Government Office
Finding aid: Inventory 4 (1960—2002)

File: Records concerning comments on a draft Prime Ministerial Decision to establish a sup-
port fund for people affected by wartime toxic chemicals, together with related administra-
tive matters, 1997.

File No.: 2197

14. Fonds: Government Office

Finding aid: Inventory 4 (1960—2002)

File: Records concerning the treatment of residual toxic chemicals in Gia Lai Province, 1998.
File No.: 2290
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Figure 2. A statistical table on the use of chemical agents during the war, Fonds
A, File A-01

Vietnamese original — reproduced archival excerpt
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English translation (abridged)

Column headings:
Date | Location (province; hamlet/village/commune/district) | Number of dispersal events
and type of toxic agent | Area | Human casualties: deaths; poisoning cases| Notes

Selected entries:
13 January 1963 — Ben Tre: Four communes in Truc Giang District and one commune in
Ham Long District; one recorded application.
20—24 January 1963 — Ben Tre: Eleven communes in Giong Trom District; one recorded
application.
20 January—1 February 1963 — My Tho: Two hamlets in Thoi Son Commune, Chau Thanh
District; four recorded applications; 200 persons recorded as poisoned.
27—28 February—1 March 1963 — Ben Tre: Three communes in Giong Trom District; three
applications involving substances described as yellow and black.
2 March 1963 — Ben Tre: Six communes in Giong Trom District; one recorded application;
1,700 persons recorded as poisoned.
12 March 1963 — Gia Dinh: Phu My Hung, Tan An Hoi and Tan Thanh Dong; toxic sub-
stances reportedly mixed with salt, rice and food; four deaths and thirteen cases of poisoning
recorded.
15 March 1963 — Gia Dinh: Tan Thanh Dong; toxic substance reportedly mixed with food;
one death and two cases of poisoning recorded.
7 March 1963 — Tay Ninh: Several localities; toxic substance reportedly placed in food; one

death and two cases of poisoning recorded.
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22 March 1963 — Tay Ninh: Ninh Dien Commune; toxic substance reportedly mixed with
bread and rice; three cases of poisoning recorded.

26 March 1963 — Long An: Binh Phong Thach Commune, Thu Thua District, and My Hanh
Commune, Duc Hoa District; fifty-five cases of poisoning recorded.

13 March—1 April 1963 — Tay Ninh: Communes in Ben Cau District; toxic substance report-
edly placed in food; twelve deaths and 257 cases of poisoning recorded.

9 April 1963 — Ben Tre: Phu Loi and Phu Ninh hamlets, Phu Duc Commune, Truc Giang
District; a black-coloured substance is recorded; one death and four cases of poisoning.

17 April 1963 — Kien Tuong: Tan Nhon Commune, Tuyen Nhon District; toxic substance re-
portedly mixed with rice.

[Additional entries omitted]
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Figure 3. Records concerning environmental issues during the war, Fonds A,
File A-02

Vietnamese original — reproduced archival excerpt
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English translation (abridged)
Destructive Warfare and the Living Environment in South Vietnam
I. Means and Methods of Destruction

The document describes the large-scale use of military means that affected the natural and
human environment in South Vietnam. It refers to repeated aerial attacks, including the
use of high-explosive and incendiary weapons, phosphorus and napalm, as well as toxic
chemicals. According to the document, these activities caused extensive destruction of set-
tlements, houses, agricultural land and other components of the living environment.

The text also discusses attacks on rural areas and agricultural production. It describes
damage to villages and cultivated areas and refers to the displacement of populations re-
sulting from the destruction of settlements and livelihoods.

I1. Effects on the Living Environment
1. Destruction of the Landscape

The document states that prolonged warfare substantially altered landscapes and damaged
forests and vegetation in many areas. Particular attention is given to the use of toxic chem-
icals and herbicides against crops and forest vegetation.

It describes the destruction or degradation of different forms of vegetation, including for-
ests, mangrove areas and other plant communities, and presents these changes as having
longer-term implications for the living environment.

[Additional descriptive and quantitative details omitted.]
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Figure 4. Statistical table on wartime forest damage, Fonds A, File A-03

Vietnamese original — reproduced archival excerpt
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English translation (abridged):

Vol. 2 (2026): 199—230

Forest Area and Growing Stock Destroyed during the War, 1968—1975

(Preliminary calculations)

Units: 1 million hectares; 1 million m3

Based on
U.S. aerial Data from
Forest photo- Forest Total Growing
the 1975 Loss (%)
category graphs Surve Area Lost Stock Lost
y
(1968—-
1969)

Total 7.477 5.400 2.077 27.7 311.0
Timber and
bamboo for- 7.077 5.160 1.917 27.2 287.0
ests
Melal

clieuca 160 8o 80 50.0 8.0
forests
Rhizophora
(Mangrove) 240 160 80 37.0 16.0
forests

Note in the original: Timber and Bamboo Forests (excluding scrub and shrub vegetation)
Dated 3 March 1977.
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Figure 5. A survey form on the consequences of toxic chemicals, Fonds B, File
B-o1

Vietnamese original — reproduced archival excerpt
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English translation (abridged)

Survey Form for Persons Affected by Toxic Chemicals Used by the United States during
the Vietnam War

Administrative information: Province/City; District; Commune/Ward; Survey Form No.
1. Full name: [redacted]

2. Sex: Male / Female

3. Year of birth

4. Place of birth

5. Category/status:

Armed forces; civilian/Party cadre; Youth Volunteer Force; frontline civilian laborer; civil-
ian; other.

6. Agency or unit affiliation (1961—-1975), if applicable

7. Military service, work or residence in areas where toxic chemicals were dispersed during
the war from August 1961 onward:

7.1. From August 1961 to 1975: unit/place, district, province.
7.2. From 1975 to the present: place of residence/work.

8. Current status: Deceased / Living

(If deceased, Questions 9—13 need not be completed.)

9. Current occupation

10. Capacity for work: Unable to work / Able to work

11. Household living standard: Poor household / Low-income household / Average or
above

12. Health and disability status:

Skin disease; total paralysis; partial paralysis; cancers; neurological disorders; other dis-
eases; severity and specific condition where applicable.

13. Assistance currently received:

War-invalid allowance; retirement or loss-of-working-capacity benefit; other forms of so-
cial assistance.

14. Infertility
15. Number of miscarriages or molar pregnancies
16. Number of stillbirths

17. Number of children born: children without recorded abnormalities; children with de-
formities or disabilities, including whether deceased or living.

18. Other family information concerning deformities or disabilities: [personal details not
reproduced]
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Information on Living Children with Deformities or Disabilities

To be completed for children born after the respondent worked or lived in areas where
toxic chemicals were dispersed from August 1961 onward and who were still living at the
time of the survey.

For each child, the form records:

Name; year of birth; sex; type of disability or medical condition, including total or partial
paralysis, blindness, deafness or muteness, intellectual disability, blood disorders, skin
disease, and other deformities or disabilities.

It also records ability to perform daily activities; capacity for work; current living arrange-
ment (with family or in institutional care); and whether social assistance is received, in-
cluding the amount per month.

Personal names and individual responses have been redacted.
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Figure 6. National Archives Center III. Government Office Fonds, File 1583.
Decision No. 105/1998/QD-TTg dated June 9, 1998, authorizing the Vietnam
Red Cross Society to establish the Fund for the Support of Victims of Agent
Orange from the War in Vietnam

Vietnamese original — reproduced archival excerpt
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do chién wanh & Vier Nam
THU TUONG CHINN PHU

Can <0 Late T8 chaic Ohink ph nghy 30 Sudng 9 sdens 1992,

Theo O sghe cha Ol tich Hox Ol thilp 60 Vige Nam vi B5 nadng, I
Treg Ban T8 e - Ol 5o Ohink phis,
ey

QUYET BINM
Phan Vas Khis
w1 Cho php 131 Chie thip 45 Vit Nam thish Lip “Quf biko tro e r
nhin chit 35 da cam do chifin tranh & Ve Nam® (san day got 6t 1h Quf i
g nan shdn chil 00c & cam), shdm mac Sich huy dong cic ngaden B wy Ve O

whin deo tromg e vh qudc W dd gitp O agudi by te hai cils chit d0c da
cam do chedio tramh & Vige Nam

Dléu 2. Quf bio wy npn shis bt 3¢ da cam  host Sdeg deti wy o
deo cha Ol thch Mox Ohl i 45 Vigt Nam b dage Nob st b g mie
e kink phi hout Sng vh it o8 laeg bein o ol thift cho Qui

Giso cho 80 maimg B0 Thi chink ®dng nhit quy dmh mds b6 by niy
rong sy s &y,

TRUNG TAM LU TRU QUOC GlA
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English translation (abridged)
GOVERNMENT

No. 105/1998/QD-TTg

Hanoi, 9 June 1998

DECISION OF THE PRIME MINISTER

Authorizing the Vietnam Red Cross Society to Establish the Fund for the Support of Vic-
tims of Agent Orange from the War in Vietnam

THE PRIME MINISTER
Pursuant to the Law on the Organization of the Government dated 30 September 1992;

At the proposal of the President of the Vietnam Red Cross Society and the Minister—Head
of the Government Commission for Organization and Personnel;

DECIDES:

Article 1. The Vietnam Red Cross Society is authorized to establish the “Fund for the Sup-
port of Victims of Agent Orange from the War in Vietnam” (hereinafter referred to as the
Fund). The Fund shall mobilize humanitarian contributions and assistance from organi-
zations and individuals in Vietnam and abroad in order to assist people affected by Agent
Orange as a consequence of the war in Vietnam.

Article 2. The Fund shall operate under the direction of the President of the Vietnam Red
Cross Society and shall receive State support for part of its operating expenses and for the
necessary number of staff positions. The Minister of Finance shall prescribe the level of
such support for each period.

Article 3. The Minister—Head of the Government Commission for Organization and Per-
sonnel shall approve the Regulations on the organization and operation of the Fund after
obtaining the opinions of the relevant ministries, ministerial-level agencies, and govern-
ment agencies.

Article 4. This Decision shall take effect fifteen days after the date of signing.

Article 5. The President of the Vietnam Red Cross Society; the Minister—Head of the Gov-
ernment Commission for Organization and Personnel; ministers; heads of ministerial-
level agencies and government agencies; and chairpersons of the relevant People’s Com-
mittees at all levels shall be responsible for implementing this Decision.

PRIME MINISTER
Phan Van Khai
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